J. Ramos-Horta

Jak se mé Cesky Spion snazil naverbovat za agenta

Politice jsem zacal vénovat poCatkem 70. let jako socialni demokrat a socianim demokratem jsem také po
celou dobu z(istal, moji jedinou ideologickou inspiraci byl Svédsky model umirnénych socialnich demokratu.
Marxismus mé nikdy neokouzlil a vSichni moji soudruzi v hnuti odporu védéli, jak se mi pFi¢i marxisticko-
leninska doktrina.

Tehdy, zkraje 70. let, jsem byl v naSem malém krouzku marxist(i a maoist(l ozna¢ovan jako "proamericky".
Mit oznageni "proamericky" pro mé znamenalo poctu, protoze jsem obdivoval americky politicky systém silné
kontroly a vyvazenosti, silnych svobodnych médii, viidéiho postaveni ve svété védy atd. Jini o mné zase
tvrdili, Ze jsem agentem "australského imperialismu", pfestoze australské tajné sluzby byly samy
zaneprazdnény tim, jak mé Spehovaly.

TakZe jsem citil oboji: nedlveéru i jisté pobaveni, kdyz se moje jméno objevilo v seznamech zaniklého
komunistického Ceskoslovenska coby jméno agenta.

Ten pfibéh za&al nékdy koncem 70. let, kdyZ jsem potkal Ceského diplomata pfi OSN v New Yorku. Myslel
jsem, Ze to bylo nahodné setkani v sale OSN delegatu, kde se diplomaté volné setkavaji a bavi se, a kde se
Casto konaji i vazna vyjednavani a dosahuje se rliznych dohod. Zpétné by mé zajimalo, jestli nase prvni
setkani bylo vskutku nahodné, nebo jestli mé Ceska tajna sluzba vyhodnotila jako potencialniho agenta. Po
prvnim setkani nasledovala pozvani na obédy v mistni ¢inské restauraci.

Od roku 1976 jsem zil na Manhattanu, uplné bez penéz. Bydlel jsem ve zchatralém byté piném Svabu a
rozhodné jsem neodmitl jidlo zadarmo.

Mym ukolem navic v kazdém pfipadé bylo setkavat se s nékym, koho zajimal t&zky udél a boj mého lidu, a
snazit se ziskat jeho hlas na kazdoro¢nim zasedani OSN pfi hlasovani o rezoluci o Vychodnim Timoru.

Po prvnich dvou nebo tfech setkanich se mne zacal ptat na mij nazor na USA a jak by mély hlasovat
ohledné rezoluce o Vychodnim Timoru. Americké administrativy tehdy od 1975 do 1999 shodné podporovaly
Suhartuv rezim v Indonésii, nejen diplomaticky, zemi dodavaly i zbrané a ekonomickou pomoc. Také se
zajimal obecné o americkou politiku a ja jsem byl prosté stastny, Ze mohu ukazat, co o tom vim. Zdalo se, Ze
ho to zajima. Popravdé o zalezitosti USA jsem se zajimal uz od stfedni Skoly a celé roky o tom hodné cetl.

Tenkrat americka vlada dala svym ufednikam striktni instrukci, Ze nesméji byt v kontaktu s nikym z
timorského hnuti odporu. Takze jsem v tamni spravé nemél k nikomu pfistup. Jen néktefi zaméstnanci
amerického Kongresu a kongresmen( mé pozvali do své kancelare, aby se dozvédéli néco o Vychodnim
Timoru - pouze o Vychodnim Timoru.

Obcas se mé (Cesky diplomat, pozn. red.) ptaval na zdroje, aby si ovéfil moje informace a ja mu daval
seznam zdrojl, coz byly lidskopravni organizace nebo liberalni levicové think-thanky, ty jediné, které se
tehdy zajimaly o déni ve Vychodnim Timoru.

Rekl jsem panu Filovi, Ze by mohl takové zpravy a hluboké analyzy o USA ziskat z fady o volné dostupnych
zdrojl, think-thanku, akademii a neziskovych organizaci. Sam jsem si bral nékteré tyto studie na
akademickych seminafich, které jsem navstévoval a kde byly prezentovany naprosto vynikajici studie o
americkych nebo americko-sovétskych vztazich. Tézkosti bylo, Ze tyto podhledy a analyzy byly Casto
rozmanité, s fadou konfliktnich uhld pohledu, coz pochopitelné pro komunistického agenta mohlo byt tézko
pochopitelné.

Ztratil jsem zajem, kdyZz jsem zjistil, Ze se mé skute¢né snazi vyuzit, Ze mé& chce naverbovat jako informatora



nebo analytika pro svou vladu. Cely svuj zivot jsem zavétil zachrané svého lidu. Pro€ bych jim pomahal, kdyz
jeho vlada nedala najevo sebemensi zajem o Vychodni Timor?

Nikdy jsem ani nevkrocil do tehdejSiho Sovétského svazu, ani do zadné ze zemi sovétského bloku. Moji
timorsti kolegové a ja jsme se opravdu hodné snazili navstivit hlavni mésta komunistickych zemi, Moskvu a
zemé Vychodniho bloku, abychom lobbovali o podporu. Nikdy nam ale nevyhovéli, nepfijali nas, ani si jen
nevyslechli nasi verzi toho, co se déje.

Jednoho dne mé pan Fila pozval na vikend do né&jakého arealu kdesi u Long Islandu, ktery podle mé patfil
Sovétliim. Odmitl jsem. Pozdéji mne pan Fila pozval, abychom se setkali ve Vidni. Opét jsem to odmitl,
protoze jsem védél, ze bych tim vstoupil na nebezpecénou pldu. A uz meé to rozcilovalo! Nasledovnikovi pana
Fily jsem Fekl, Ze nejsem pfipraveny s nimi spolupracovat v zadném pfipadé, pokud to nebude v zajmu moji
zemé nebo pokud to bude proti néjaké jiné zemi. Nikdy uz jsem o p. Filovi neslysel, ale béhem let jsem
nékdy pfemysilel, co se s nim asi stalo. Doufam, Ze se mu dafi dobfe, at’ uz je kdekoli.

To je cely pfibéh. Nikdy by mne nenapadlo, Ze by si p. Fila a jeho pobocnici v Praze mohli myslet, Ze bych
pro né pracoval. Nechapu, jak mohli véfit, Ze mam pfistup k tajnym materialdm americkych tajnych sluzeb,
kdyZ jsem nemohl ani promluvit s Zadnym juniornim americkym diplomatem.

Nikdy jsem pfed p. Filou netajil, ke komu chovam loajalitu, a to ke své zemi. Kdyby nas na nasi cesté
podporovali, potom ano, mohl bych se, pfestoZe jsem nikdy nebyl komunista, stat spojencem stejné jako
tomu bylo u mnoha narodnich osvobozeneckych hnuti v Asii, Africe a Latinské Americe, kterym se dostavala
Siroka podpora ze zemi sovétského bloku.

My jsme byly nejchudSi a nejizolovanéjsi Narodni osvobozenecké hnuti na svété, prehlizeni sovétskym
blokem a potlaCovani americkymi bombami, jedno z nékolika zapomenutych hnuti, které ze zemi sovétského
bloku nedostalo ani nabojnici, ani diplomatické potfeseni rukou. Nebyli to nasi pfatelé. Ja jsem nebyl jejich
pfitel. Vychodni Timor byl maly, postradatelny pé&3ak pro vdechny vétsi mocnosti, komunistické i
nekomunistické. Nakonec ale spravedinost zvitézila nad zlem.

How a Czech spy tried to recruit me as an agent

by
J. Ramos-Horta

| began my political life in the early 1970's as a social-democrat and stayed social-democrat throughout; my
only ideological inspiration was the Swedish moderate Social Democracy model. | was never enamored with
Marxism; and all my comrades in our resistance movement were aware how strongly opposed | was to the
Marxist-Leninist doctrine.

Back in the early 70's among our small circle of Marxists and Maoists | was labelled "pro-US". Being labelled
pro-US was in fact a badge of honor as | admired the American political system of strong checks and
balance, a powerful free Media, its world leadership in sciences, etc. Others said said | was an agent for
"Australian imperialism" while Australian intelligence was busy spying on me.

So | was both incredulous and amused how my name appeared in the files of the defunct communist
Czechoslovakia as an "agent".

The story began sometime in the late 70's when | met a Czech diplomat at the UN in New York. | thought it
was a chance encounter in the UN Delegates Lounge where diplomats freely mingled and chatted and where
often serious negotiations and agreements were reached.



In retrospect | wonder whether our first meeting was indeed a chance encounter or the Czech spy agency
had identified me as a potential agent. The first meeting was followed by invitations for lunches in local
Chinese restaurants.

From 1976 on, living in Manhattan with very little money, | stayed in rundown, cockroach infested
apartments; and would not refuse a free meal. And in any case my task was to meet anyone who showed
interest in my people's struggle and plight - and try to win over their vote in the annual UN General Assembly
resolutions on East Timor.

After the first two or three meetings, he started asking my views on the US and how they would vote on the
East Timor resolution. Successive US Administrations from 1975 till 1999 sided with the Suharto regime of
Indonesia, not only diplomatically but also providing weapons and economic aid; he was also very interested
in general US politics and | was just too happy to show off my knowledge on the subject. He seemed
impressed. | was in fact deeply interested in US affairs since my high school days and read profusely over
the years.

Back then the US Gowt's strict instructions to its officials were that there would be no contact with anyone
from the Timorese resistance movement. So | had no access to anyone at all in the Administration. Only
some staff at the US Congress and Congressmen would welcome me into their offices to hear about East
Timor and only on East Timor.

On occasion he would ask me about my sources to justify my information; and | would give him a list of
sources, which were human rights organizations or liberal or left-wing think tanks, the only ones interested
about Timor-Leste at that time.

| told Mr. Fila he could get such reports and in-depth analysis about the US from many open sources, media,
think-tanks, academia, NGOs. | picked up some of these papers at the many academic seminars | attended
where endless excellent papers on US or US-Soviet relations were presented. The difficulty was that the
views and analysis were diverse, with so many conflicting view points, that understandably a communist
agent would find it all puzzling.

| lost interest when | realize he was really trying to use me, recruit me as an informant or analyst for his
government. My entire life was devoted to the cause of saving my people. Why would | help them when his
government did not show the slightest interest on East Timor?

| never ever set foot in the then Soviet Union or in any of the Soviet bloc country. My Timorese colleagues
and | tried hard over the years to visit the communist capitals, Moscow and the Eastern bloc countries, to
lobby for support. They never acceded to receive us even just to listen to our side of the story.

One day Mr. Fila invited me to spend a week-end in a compound somewhere in Long Island that | believe
was owned by the Soviets. | declined. Later Mr. Fila invited me to meet him in Vienna. Again | declined as |
knew by then | would be entering dangerous terrain. And | was getting annoyed! | did tell Mr. Fila's successor
that | was not prepared to cooperate with them in any manner that was not in my country's interests or
against any other country. | never heard again from Mr. Fila but over the years | wondered sometimes what
happened to him. | hope he is well wherever he may be.

That's the story. Never would | imagine that Mr. Fila or his handlers back in Prague would think | could ever
work for them. How they believed that | would have access to classified US intelligence material when | could
not even talk to a junior US diplomat is beyond me.

| never hid from Mr. Fila where my loyalties were - with my country. Had they supported us all the way



through, then yes, even though | was never a communist | would be an ally like so many National Liberations
Movements were, in Asia, Africa and Latin America, that had generous support from the Soviet bloc country.

We were the poorest and most isolated National Liberation in the world, ignored by the communist bloc and
suppressed with US bombs, one of the few forgotten movements that did not get a bullet or even a
diplomatic hand-shake from the Soviet bloc countries. They were not our friends. | was not their friend. East
Timor was a small, dispensable pawn for all the major powers, communist and non-communists. But in the
end Justice triumphed over evil.
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